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      AMARU IN MOVEMENT 1 How we have improved? 

The project started by a young animal lover 
in 2002 has now spent nineteen years wor-
king constantly to protect native and exotic 
wildlife. Amaru works 365 days a year on 
continuous improvement processes in all of 
the scientific and technical branches that the 
biopark develops.

Amaru began 2020, the year of the pande-
mic, with high expectations and many pros-
pects for transformation. These hopes vani-
shed with the arrival of the global health 
crisis. Now, 2021 presents Amaru with a 
survival challenge. Amaru’s first trimester 
was a breath of fresh air, allowing it to de-
monstrate that the COVID-19 pandemic did 
not stop its grand efforts to protect wildlife.
Amaru is an institution that has never given 
up on its dream to be the best in its service 
sector, faithful to its audience (its “tribe”) 
and above all, committed to the animals 
that it lovingly cares for. To begin again after 
the mandatory quarantine, Amaru executed 
a process of implementation and consolida-
tion in the first three months of 2021, with 
renewed human talent in the animal care 
department.

Due to the lack of visitors for the majority of 
the past year, nature took over many 
spaces; trees, shrubbery, and plants grew. 
Consequently, a detailed landscaping plan 
became necessary, in order to improve wal-
king trails and make them more welcoming 
and comfortable for visitors. The security of 
many habitats was improved, more snake 
terrariums were constructed, and educatio-
nal information was updated in the Reptile 
Conservation Center. The Amphibian Room 

is also a new attraction. The African Bar was 
part of the renovation of Amaru as well, with 
its refurbished huts, a delicious menu and 
many other surprises. 

The Tourism Foundation of Cuenca certified 
the park as a biosecure site that conforms to 
strict protocols, such as the implementation 
of 40% capacity across the park, which gua-
rantees adequate ventilation for the security 
of Amaru’s staff, visitors, and animals.

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 



PASSION FOR WILDLIFE    2 Our volunteers  

Amaru wants to inspire the 
community by using various 
facilities of its themed bio-
park to promote the knowle-
dge and protection of the 
biodiversity, natural resour-
ces and cultures of the coun-
try.

During the 2020 health 
crisis, the volunteer depart-
ment did not accept any par-
ticipants.

However, in the first trimester 
of 2021, volunteering and 
pre-professional internships 
for national applicants were 
re-activated, receiving the 
support of many helping 
hands in the departments of 
Animal Wellbeing, Environ-
ment and Conservation that 
act in the following areas of 
the biopark:

-Veterinary group of the 
CMVET with the MVZ. Diego 
Medina.

-Veterinary group of the UTE

 -Quito with the MVZ. Andrés 
Ortega.
-nterns from the tourism 
major of the University of 
Cuenca.

-Interns from the tourism 
major of the University of 
Azuay. 

-Volunteers from the veteri-
nary major of the UTE.
-Volunteers from the veteri-
nary major of the University 
of Cuenca.

-Volunteer from the Environ-
mental Engineering major.
-Intern from the biology 
major of the University of 
Azuay. 

-Intern from the biology 
major of the Peninsula of 
Santa Elena.

And they spent three months 
doing activities in the veteri-
nary field, carrying out surge-
ries, vaccinating animals, 
curing the wounds of rescued 
animals, preparing skeletons 

for the educational area, up-
dating data, guiding visiting 
families, explaining to visitors 
the importance of protecting 
and caring for fauna, shelte-
ring frogs and toads, assis-
ting with reproduction in 
laboratories; these are just 
some of the tasks of Amaru’s 
selfless supporters. Amaru is 
reactivating little by little, and 
it hopes that more nature 
lovers will join this great cru-
sade for life.



The Amaru Bioparque is an institution that 
constantly receives a wide variety of animals 
from different parts of Cuenca and the coun-
try of Ecuador as a whole. 

Each animal has a different story, but the res-
cues that arrive at the center are usually 
abandoned or kidnapped pets, victims of ille-
gal poaching, exotic pets, transfers from other 
animal care centers, victims of forest fires, et 
cetera.

During 2020, due to the pandemic, restricted 
movement and little support, 167 animals 
were rescued; in other words, 50% of the 
usual amount. In January, February and 
March of 2021, 65 animals were rescued.
Below, the figures from this first trimester:

PASSION FOR WILDLIFE   A NEW OPPORTUNITY  3 Our rescues

 

Average number of animals 
received

per month this first trimester.

Types of Animals received
 in the first trimester 

Average number of animals 
received

per day this first trimester. 

Animals
received the first trimester 

 

HELP US EDUCATE PEOPLE
AND SAVE THE WILDLIFE

THEY NEED YOU! 
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WE ARE NOT ALONE 4 Inspiring donations  

Amaru is a park of life that involves the com-
munity. The animals, which are the responsi-
bility of all of civil society, receive protection, 
rehabilitation, nutrition and veterinary care, 
giving them a second opportunity at life.

 
Due to the seriousness of the pandemic, the 
park closed for eight months. In October 
2021, Amaru reopened to the public with 
restricted capacity and all biosecurity measu-
res. 

The Azuayan community demonstrated their 
solidarity and love for nature, and Amaru 
received the support of more than 694 
donors, including individuals, educational 
foundations, and public and private busines-
ses that delivered food and veterinary 
supplies. 

Despite a long reactivation process, the 
organization did not feel alone during the 
first three months of 2021 and support has 
not stopped. Infinite thanks to all the people, 
businesses and institutions that continue to 
look after the animals and their needs:

GO Corp, Hansel & Gretel, Sport Planet, 
Comercial Larriva, Avi Sierra, Fundación 
Reinas de Cuenca, Hospital del Río, Clínica 
Veterinaria Betel, Patricio Ordoñez Correa, 
Gran Akí, Fibroacero and a long list of indivi-
dual donors.
.

TOTAL DONORS IN PANDEMIC  

694 
Where you can continue to support  



ANIMAL WELLBEING   5 Veterinarians in action  

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 

Caring for animals is wonderful. The downsi-
de is feeling their pain from the harm caused 
by human beings, the greatest predator on 
Earth. Those that manage, feed, rescue and 
operate on animals need to have a special 
sensitivity in order to take care of them.

Fortitude is another fundamental characteris-
tic for this job, so that the animal cases that 
arrive at the biopark don’t affect the psycho-
logy of their human caretakers. The caregi-
vers must be able to face these painful cases 
and still carry out their daily tasks. There is 
already a group of young people, all exce-
llent professionals, who have trained and 
gained experience in caring for various life-
forms. 

In 2021, Amaru depends on a great deal of 
professional support from veterinary tea-
chers. We especially appreciate the veterina-
rians Diego Medina - MVZ, Freddy Carpio - 
MVZ, Jenny Idrovo - MVZ and Andrés 
Ortega, who are always available to support 
in different cases.

Amaru also relies on three veterinary groups, 
made up of university students, master’s 
degree students and veterinarians, who give 
continuity to the animals’ vaccination plan 
and annual checkups: 

-An Amazonian tapir was saved from a severe 
infection.

-A woolly monkey underwent surgery to 
remove a foreign mass from its stomach.

 

-6 andean bears, 3 pumas, 1 jaguar and 4 
ocelots were given vaccines and general 
exams. 

-Veterinary theses of turtles and mammals 
received support.

-Amaru coordinates with the San Diego Zoo 
for the genetic research of Andean bears.
Animal wellbeing is made up of nutrition, 
appropriate spaces, and trained caregivers. 
The wildlife clinic is equipped to care for the 
species that coexist with humanity in this 
region and around the globe.



ANIMAL WELLBEING   OUR TRIBE  6 Our workforce 

New challenges presented themselves in 2021. 
The pandemic and the loss of resources necessita-
ted the organization of work brigades for the health 
of the animals as well as for the staff of the Bio-
park. 

The new year started on the right foot, with new 
personnel and the design and creation of new po-
sitions and responsibilities, in accordance with the 
new global reality. This group is comprised of com-
mitted young people who love nature. They are 
aware that the 1,300 animals living at Amaru are 
under their care. 

The park workers have received all of the imple-
ments required by the current circumstances. They 
complete work days and schedules that are adap-
ted to each department. Currently, they are impro-
ving and consolidating the Department of Animal 
Care.

Amaru Biopark is pleased to present its personnel, 
which works all year round for the well being of 
wildlife and for the comfort of its visitors: 

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 

Carmen Bumen 
Age: 50 years
Department: Animal Welfare
Profession: Nutritionist

 

Byron Fernández  
age: 24  yerars  
Department: Animal Welfare
Profession: Wildlife keeper

“In order for animals to have the best diet, we must always be 
concerned about the quality of food preparation and conti-
nuous improvement.” (Carmen Bueno) 

“How you take care of and treat animals is how you 
project yourself as a person ” (Byron Fernández) 



PROTECTIVE MEMBERS   7 New experiences 

Aldo Mateo Torracchi
Felipe Andrés Toral Valdivieso
Angélica Isabel Abad 
Alina Idrovo
Ana Elisa Ortiz Andrade
Ananda Victoria Monsalve
Andrea Agudo
Andrés Esteban Bermeo
Andrés Montero 
Antonio José Córdova Malo
Bob Bradford
Christoph Forg
Claudio Cristian Malo
Cristina Isabel Bermeo
Daniel Augusto Orellana Vintimilla
Daniela Elisabeth Ballari
Daniela Lisseth Solís
David Kaplan
Debbie Graham 
Debra Rose
Delma Jimena Ordoñez Aguilar
Dennis Clark
Desiderio Agudo
Diana Isabel Malo González
Diego Alonso Coronel Menéndez
Diego Paul Crespo Crespo
Edison Edmundo Juca
Elizabeth Beatriz Vintimilla Palacio
Emilio Orellana Ballari
Esteban Bernardo Méndez
Esthephano Andrés Livisaca
Fernanda Estefanía Larrea 
Gabriel Aníbal Hugo Merino
Guillermo Romero
Hugo Gómez Espinoza

Hugo Quezada
Isabela Orellana Ballari
Jean Mckean
Johanna Cecilia Enríquez Cruz
John Pennock
Jonathan Graham 
Jorge Patricio Morocho Barrera
José Javier Almeida Almeida
José Sebastián Vascones
Josué Quezada Carpio
Juan Manuel Malo
Juan Pablo Malo
Juan Pablo Ortiz
Juan Toral Valdivieso
Julia María Malo Domínguez
Kelly Cisne Navarro
Ken Baird
Leidy Carpio
Leslie Ellen
Lisa Brewer
Lorena Cajamarca
Lorena Rodríguez
Lourdes Corral Toral
Luca Torracchi 
Lynn Montana
Manuel Vega Puyol
María Augusta Heredia
María Augusta Vintimilla
María Belén Andrade
María Elisa Moreno
María Emilia Crespo Almeida
María Emilia Ortiz Andrade
María Gabriela Almeida Ordoñez
María Paz Morocho Matute
Marleah Baird

Martha Maribel Matute Mendoza
Martin Sebastián Crespo Almeida
Mateo Elián Forg
Mateo José Toral Andrade
Matías Córdova Malo
Mía Valentina Vascones
Michael Frohling
Michell Pennock
Mirjam Forg
Mónica Hiatt
Monte Montana
Narcisa Guachichulca
Natalie DeJarlais
Nayely Mijaly Orellana
Oswaldo Idrovo Vintimilla
Patricia Estefanía Machuca Palacios
Paula Anahí Quinchi Samaniego
Paulina Juno Forg
Pauline Makean
Peter McIver
Raul Santiago Córdova Vega
Samuel Martín Toral Andrade 
Sandra Bradford
Sebastián Quezada Carpio
Shenja Hohenstein
Silvia Zeas Carrillo
Sofía Amelia Idrovo Zeas
Sofía Isabel Andrade Corral 
Sofía Maribel Morocho Matute
Theo Torracchi 
Valentina Agudo
Valeria Elena Malo Domínguez
Valerie Ananda Domínguez Nicolet
Victoria Valentina Hugo Enríquez
Victoria Vega Saavedra

Amaru Biopark Cuenca is the only animal care center that has a membership program, 
which offers benefits for supporting animal care.

During the pandemic, more than 103 nature-loving members joined the program. These 
members selflessly wanted to support animal care. Today, a well deserved tribute is being 
made for their support of the work described in “VIVE AMARU”:

 



PROTECTIVE MEMBERS   CONSERVATION ACTIONS   8 Concerned about nature 

Amaru Biopark is an conser-
vation organization that pro-
tects wildlife rescued from 
illegal trafficking. Amaru 
offers a second chance at 
life for the animals that 
come to the park. The park’s 
actions center around the 
protection of these animals’ 
natural habitats.

Amaru is always in search of 
strategic alliances with those 
who want to join us in pro-
tecting Ecuadorian ecosys-
tems. All action is linked to 
conservation and must be 
focused on providing a 
future for the jungles and 
forests of Ecuador. 

Amaru participates in semi-
nars or webinars, with their 
technical personnel as exhi-
bitors of initiatives and cam-
paigns like “Put on your 
glasses and protect bears,” 
created by the EBA Club [the 
“glasses” are a reference to 
the distinct markings on the 
face of the Andean bear, 
also known as the specta-
cled bear.]

Amaru is also part of the 
Andean Condor Communi-
cation Area so that the Fun-
dación Cóndor Anding del 
Ecuador can improve its 
protection strategies for 

Ecuador’s national bird. 
In alliance with DELTA K9, 
Amaru hosted a “Dogs for 
conservation” event to raise 
public awareness of the res-
ponsibilities represented by 
taking care of a pet.

Through the genetic analysis 
of six Andean bears, Amaru 
supports the San Francisco 
University of Quito’s project 
for conservation of large 
Ecuadorian carnivores. With 
the GAD of Gualaceo, the 
monitoring of the Andean 
bears continues. 

In February 2021, the 
Center for Amphibian Con-
servation inaugurated a new 
room for education and 
interpretation thanks to the 
support of the municipal 
GAD of Cuenca.

Amaru also began a strate-
gic alliance with Ecuagenera 
for the maintenance of 700 
hectares in the sector of 
QUITAHUAYCO, Cajas Na-
tional Park, with expeditions 
and placement of trap 
cameras to monitor the site’s 
animals.  

The management plan for 
the reserve, currently in de-
velopment, will permit the 
conservation of an invalua-

ble ecosystem.

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 

Quitahuayco ecological reserve

Wildlife rescue center
Shoracpamba-Nabón

Amphibian Conservation Center
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