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In 2020, Amaru Biopark had 
to postpone many of its facili-
ty improvement projects. For-
tunately, in the second quar-
ter of 2021, an urgent pro-
ject was launched for the we-
llbeing of the animals we 
shelter. From May to June, 
the Reptile Conservation 
Center (CCR) was recons-
tructed using a high-tech ma-
terial, polycarbonate, to 
maintain the heat levels 
required by the center’s 
diverse fauna. For this pro-
ject, Amaru personnel were 
trained to work from heights. 
They were also trained to use 
tools such as helmets, har-
nesses and ropes, which gua-
ranteed the safety of the team 
involved in the project. 

A greenhouse measuring 
300m2 in width and 5m in 
height houses a variety of 
crocodiles, lizards and 
snakes (both venomous and 

non-venomous). This space 
is essential for the well-being 
of species from the coast and 
the Amazon, which arrive at 
Amaru for a second chance 
at life. 

Additionally, intense work is 
being done on registering 
and expanding the databa-
ses of all the animals that are 
housed at the bioparque.

Amaru is a 100% natural and 
ecological care space where 
the day-to-day work never 
ends. Structures like trails 
and handrails are constantly 
being reviewed, because the 
park’s number one priority is 
ensuring the safety of both its 
visitors and animals in a 
comfortable, safe milieu that 
is in harmony with the natural 
environment. 

There are plans for other 
facilities that will be construc-

ted in the near future, such as 
an open classroom that will 
be used for seminars, talks, 
conferences, etc. The restau-
rant area is expanding, with 
improvements to the food 
service offered to visitors. 
Other spaces to be renova-
ted include administrative 
offices and communal areas 
for volunteers and staff. Ama-
ru's dreams are coming true 
little by little. For now, we 
invite you to visit the Reptile 
Conservation Center.

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 

Amaru in Movement 1 Because they deserve the best



 Education at Amaru   2 
Amaru, a live classroom, develops methods 
to adapt to new teaching conditions and 
technologies, in order to overcome the limita-
tions faced by other educational institutions. 
In order to do this, it has the Virtual Educatio-
nal Area. 

"Connect with Amaru" is a program of virtual 
educational presentations, which, , among 
other things, allowed us to celebrate "Chil-
dren's Day” for kids of Grupo Consenso and 
Nutrileche companies. 

For example, in April 2021, Amaru organized 
the “Quito Biodiversity Workshop” with the 
topic “Current situation of the Andean 
Condor in Ecuador”, aimed at journalists and 
communication professionals. The Biopark is 
responsible for monitoring the conditions of 
this emblematic bird in the southern part of 
the country. 

As an institution, we participated in a strategic 
meeting to improve the management of the 
“Group for the Protection of the Raptors of 
the Azuay Province”. 

Also, at the organizational level, Amaru was 
part of the "Andean Condor and Amphibian 
Conservation Forum", organized by the Pro-
vincial Government of Azuay and the Ministry 
of Environment and Water. 

Four students of pre-professional practices in 
Environmental Management from the Sale-
sian Polytechnic University and the University 
of Cuenca offered their collaboration to write 
process manuals for the different habitats of 
the Biopark.

In the field of education, the work reaches the 
police units in charge of environmental pro-
tection and the personnel of the Ministry of 
the Environment, benefiting from workshops 
on reptile management, because Amaru is 
interested in sharing knowledge and expe-
rience.

Leaving a mark in the community   

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 

UPMA members learning about snake con-
tainment

Online educational talks



 Education at Amaru  A new opportunity  3 Leaving a mark in the community   One of our conservation goals    
The Reptile Conservation Center protects 
more than 30 species and 272 individual 
animal specimens. Thirty-five snakes were 
born at the Reptile Conservation Center on 
February 15, 2021. After several months of 
special care, with periodic measurements of 
their weight and growth by zookeepers 
Ximena Cevallos and Edwin Tocto, it was de-
cided, within the Conservation Plan, to rein-
troduce the snakes into the Amazon. 

Twenty-nine individuals were fit to be reintro-
duced to the wild at the Puerto Morona 
Reserve [run by?] of the Amaru Bioparque 
and Ecuagenera. The reserve is located 
about 300 kilometers east of Cuenca and 
borders Peru. The area is characterized by its 
plains, low forests and great biodiversity. The 
journey to the Puerto Morona Reserve is pure 
magic and spans a path from the Andes to 
the Amazon. 

The 29 specimens released are "rotten 
leaves" vipers, with the scientific name Bo-
throps atrox. In the Shuar language, the spe-
cies’ native name is “Macanchi Viper”. 
During the trip to the Puerto Morona Reserve, 
there is a great diversity of fauna and flora to 
observe. The trip is also a great opportunity 
to live with the the communities of the Shuar 
nation. When Amaru's expert biologists retur-
ned, the Morona river had overflowed, cut-
ting off the road  and throwing the biologists 
into a somewhat complicated situation. They 
finally managed to get out and return to their 
daily work. As a conservation institution, 
these events are an intrinsic part of the 
day-to-day work of rescue centers, zoos and 
bioparks. Human beings are obligated to 

return to nature that which they take from it, 
through responsible and duly analyzed rein-
tegration processes.

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 



New Horizons   4 One of our conservation goals    Looking to the future     

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 

Amaru resembles a hive of bees where diffe-
rent actors are integrated, not only those who 
participate in daily tasks, but also institutions, 
organizations and nature lovers, who want to 
get involved in different actions that occur in 
the course of the life of this project, which 
never stops. 

In current times, in which everything moves at 
the speed of light due to the use of social 
networks and new information and communi-
cation technologies, companies such as 
"Plásticos Rival" provide support and inject 
doses of hope and renewed vitality; they em-
brace Amaru and provide support so that we 
can  continue this work together. 

Thanks to this support, the “Save Amaru” 
campaign was born, which made it possible 
to open a one-of-a-kind pop-up store that 
sells services and souvenirs from the wildlife 
park in a shopping mall. The store was 
opened in May 2021 and is the only one of 
its kind in the country. This project helps the 
biopark to improve its productivity and build 
sustainability. 

GO Corp. provided the space in Mall del 
Río, and Plásticos Rival built the store and 
produced souvenirs for sale, with the goal 
that Amaru obtain an economic benefit that 
directly helps to save more wild animals in 
Ecuador. Souvenirs such as pens, masks, 
caps, memberships, chocolates, tickets, etc. 
are part of the catalogue of items for sale at 
this point. In a very short time, and for local, 
national and foreign visitors alike, the store 
has already become the ideal place to obtain 
information on the third most-visited tourist 

attraction in Cuenca



New Horizons   Animal Welfare  5 
Caring for living beings involves having several actors 
involved with veterinary medicine. A team of veterinary 
doctors from different parts of Ecuador do a commen-
dable job: MVZ. Andrés Ortega, from Quito; MVZ. 
Diego Medina, from Latacunga; and MVZ Freddy 
Carpio, Jenny Ortiz and Kevin Astudillo, from Cuenca. 

Each of them specializes in different branches of veteri-
nary medicine, including trauma, anesthesiology and 
radiology. They are a fundamental pillar that make it 
possible for the rescued fauna that arrive at Amaru’s 
facilities every day to have sufficient professional treat-
ment. 

During the second quarter of 2021, X-rays were taken 
of some animals which required these studies in order 
to be reinserted into nature, or to assess their condition 
after being rescued. 

A thesis from the University of Cuenca carried out the 
study “Hematological parameters in the swamp turtles 
Chelydra acutirostris and Kinosternon leucostonum 
under human care,” with a sample of 30 individuals. 

All of the turtle species that inhabit the Biopark were 
identified and marked, and databases and files were 
updated.

Looking to the future     Because they are our priority      

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 

Alligator Measurement for Record

Marking a loincloth turtle
Stool analysis in turtles



 6 Donations for Amaru   

Amaru is a wildlife park that 
carries out long-term 
actions that involve the 
community. The animals 
that the Biopark cares for 
are also society’s responsi-
bility, because of habitat 
loss caused by humans and 
the resulting impact on ani-
mals’ natural behavior. For 
this reason, Amaru carries 
out permanent social mar-
keting campaigns to ask for 
the collaboration of the 
entire community. This is the 
only way for Amaru to have 
a long-term future. All of the 
biopark’s animals need 
food, rehabilitation and 
veterinary attention, which 
guarantees them a second 
chance at life. 

Because Amaru does this 
work 365 days a year, it de-
pends on community 
support constantly, not just 
in times of crisis. The ani-
mals that are housed at 
Amaru need adequate daily 
care in order to live proper-
ly.

The publication Vive Amaru 
thanks everyone who has 
selflessly supported the work 
and made donations of 
both supplies and finances. 
Thanks to this solidarity aid, 
more than 1,500 animals 

can continue to be fed daily. 
We also extend our gratitu-
de to everyone who made 
their donations through the 
“Gifts to Animals” cam-
paign on the Amaru websi-
te. Those interested can 
continue donating. 

We must also name the 
companies and institutions 
(and their representatives) 
who have extended a hand 
to the biopark: La Europea, 
Mr. Max Heimbach; Avi 
Sierra, Mr. Vinicio Saquicili; 
Mr. Patricio Ordoñez; Coral 
Hipermercados, Mr. Angel 
Ortiz and Mr. Juan Pablo 
Ortiz; Comercial Larriva, 
Mrs. Daniela Larriva; and 
Ms. Nikole Salinas, Queen 
of Cuenca, for her dona-
tions of food and veterinary 
supplies. 

A sponsorship campaign 
began, which directly 
supports specially chosen 
fauna. A special thanks to 
Mrs. Carla Neira who, for 6 
months, has been the god-
mother of "Inty" the Andean 
condor. Mr. Andrés Cárde-
nas sponsored “Kanchis” 
one of the biopark’s 6 
Andean bears, and Mr. 
Diego Ayala, godfather of 
“Alexa,” an ocelot. 

Thank you for supporting 
and loving AMARU!

Because they are our priority      Un comunidad que nos inspira      

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 



 Our "Tribe"  
       

Name: Manuel Ojeda 
Age: 28 
Position: Senior Construction Master  

 

 7 Donations for Amaru   

During the second quarter of 2021, arduous 
construction work was carried out, especially in 
the reptile area, in order to improve the habitats 
of alligators, snakes, turtles and crocodiles. All 
of this was thanks to the support and effort of the 
construction team and collaborators. 

A small tribute was made to all those who make 
up the great Amaru family, represented by 
Manuel Ojeda, in the performance of an outs-
tanding work with the implementation unit. 

The Amaru team is made up of people who 
work with a passion for wildlife and who train 
continuously to improve their skills and provide 
the best attention to visitors and species under 
their special protection.

 

Un comunidad que nos inspira      We work with passion       

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 



 Our "Tribe"  Protectors of Wildlife  8 
Our Membership Program undergoes constant improvement in order to provide its members 
with the best possible experience. This year, new communication channels have been created, 
such as the WhatsApp group, where information about events, new products and Vive Amaru 
is continuously sent. 

Last quarter, 22 nature loving members joined the membership program, and 15 members 
have renewed. These members selflessly supported the care of the animals and today they are 
paid a well-deserved tribute for supporting the work described in “Vive Amaru”:

Nature lovers 

Alina Idrovo
Andrea Agudo
Andres Montero
Ann Maxwell Carrie
Antinio Ordoñez
Antonio José Cordova 
Malo
Bob Bradford
Carrol Mazwell
Christoph Forg
Delma Jimena Ordoñez 
Aguilar
Dennis Clark
Desiderio Agudo
Diana Isabel Malo Gon-
zalez
Diego Paul Crespo 
Crespo
Emilia Andrade
Emilie Sophia Pintado 
Leavins
Guillermo Romero
Hugo Joaquín Moreno
Hugo Quezada
Jean Mckean
John Pennock
José Javier Almeida 

Almeida
Josue Quezada Carpio
Juan Daniel Toral Peña
Juan Pablo Malo
Juan Pablo Pintado Loja
Juan Toral Valdivieso
Julia Maria Malo Domin-
guez
Leidy Carpio
Leslie Ellen
Manuel Vega Puyol
Manuela Saquinga
Maria Augusta Vintimilla
María Daniela Andrade
María Elena Coronel
Maria Elisa Moreno
María Emilia Crespo 
Almeida
María Gabriela Almeida 
Ordoñez
María Ines González
María Rosa Quito San-
chez.
María Victoria Álvarez
Martin Sebastian Crespo 
Almeida
Mateo Elian Forg

Matías Álvarez
Matias Cordova Malo
Michael Frohling
Michell Pennock
Mirjam Forg
Narcisa Guachichulca
Natalie DeJarlais
Nicolás Ricardo Muñoz
Paóla Ordoñez
Patricia Estefanía Machu-
ca Palacios
Paula Andrade
Paulina Juno Forg
Pauline Makean
Peter McIver
Raul Santiago Cordova 
Vega
Sandra Bradford
Sebastián Quezada 
Carpio
Shenja Hohenstein
Valentina Agudo
Valeria Elena Malo 
Dominguez
Valerie Ananda Domin-
guez Nicolet
Victoria Vega Saavedra

We work with passion       



Protectors of Wildlife Conservation actions    9  10 Protecting nature with passion       
Amaru promotes the creation of natural forest 
reserves for the protection of biodiversity in Ecua-
dor. November 2020, the biopark associated 
with Ecuagenera (a nursery for the production 
and conservation of native plants of Ecuador) ge-
nerated a campaign to acquire native forest 
lands in the south of the country. So far, 800 hec-
tares of Andean forest and páramo are protected 
in the northwest of the Azuay province, called 
Molleturo, as well as 150 hectares of Amazonian 
tropical forest in the Morona Santiago province, 
San José de Morona, developing strategies for 
protection of forests and ecosystems, their study 
and research, in order to know the state of both 
flora and fauna in these regions. 

Amaru wants to generate actions and projects 
that promote the sustainable use of biodiversity 
within these sectors. It should be noted that natu-
ral persons are joining this campaign, who are in 
tune with the protection of these forests and are 
making a huge investment effort to protect more 
hectares. 

We must highlight the participation of Juan Rodrí-
guez Martínez, with whom the acquisition of 50 
more hectares was achieved.

All people who wish to contribute to the cam-
paign and join the protection of the last forests of 
the country are invited to do so. For more infor-
mation, contact the Executive and Conservation 
CEO of the Amaru Biopark, 593-9-568-2238.

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 



Conservation actions    Collaborators  10 
The second edition of “Vive Amaru” adds a 
space for special thanks to strategic collabo-
rators of Amaru Bioparque Cuenca. This 
quarter, the active participation of RIVAL 
stands out, investing in appropriate technolo-
gy to efficiently use raw materials, guarantee 
water quality and show respect for the envi-
ronment. 

Through this approach, they made a gene-
rous contribution to the Amaru Biopark pro-
ject, with the execution of joint projects: 

- An itinerant photographic exhibition "SALVA 
AMARU", printed and authorized by EMAC EP, 
for the rotation of eight prisms with images 
captured by professional photographers and 
wildlife enthusiasts, which are featured in this 
edition. The exhibition will rotate until March 
2022 in several iconic Cuenca parks.

- A new entrance sign to Amaru Biopar-
que, with a spectacular photograph of a 
puma, with the support of Rival. 

- Historic Areas and the Communication De-
partment of the Municipality of Cuenca 
supported video displays about the photogra-
phic exhibit “Salva Amaru” on LED screens 
around the city. 

- The creation of souvenirs with the “Salva 
Amaru” brand that are currently sold at the 
kiosk in Mall del Río and in the two Bioparque 
stores. 

-GO Corp. directly supports Amaru with the 
space to place the kiosk "Salva Amaru" throu-
gh an Advertising Exchange with the Mall del 
Río. It also supported a significant discount 

on polycarbonate sheets to enable the 
reconstruction of the Reptile Conservation 
Center. 

- An agreement with Estromas, an architectu-
re company that will carry out the entire cons-
truction survey of Amaru Bioparque Cuenca 
and support projects and designs within the 
Biopark.

Socially responsible companies       Protecting nature with passion       

www.zoobioparqueamaru.com 
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